
 

From the Fine Arts to the Liberal Arts, It’s The Weekly Troll’s Page d’Art 

ALBUQUERQUE- The Institute For 
American Indian Research (IFAIR) 
colloquium series was all about 
fashion on Wednesday February 23. 
“The Gathering Place” at the 
Indigenous Nations Library Program 
room quickly filled up with eager ears 
wanting to know more about Native 
influences in high fashion. We were 
fortunate to get a seat seeing how 
we’re freaking awesome.  
 Presenting was Jessica R. 
Metcalfe, a Turtle Mountain Chippewa 
who earned her PhD in American 
Indian Studies from the University of 
Arizona.  

Jessica has worked as 
managing editor to Red Ink Magazine, 
educated courses in Native studies, 
studio art, art history, and literature. 
Currently, she’s at UNM as a Post 
doctorate Diversity Fellowship in 
Anthropology and Native American 
Studies. Not only is her brain beautiful, 
but she’s easy on the eyes, too. 
 What can high fashion ever do 
with academia? Well Jessica did her 
dissertation on Native designers of 
high fashion and the effect on our 
society. 
 Jessica says that putting on 
clothes before stepping out is a form 
of expression, communication, and a 
“daily performance of identity.” In 
other words, by putting on that 
novelty t-shirt that says “You only wish 
you can look this good” from eight  

America has no culture or prior 
history, he obviously doesn’t know 
shit. 
 Native designers are eager to 
use clothing as a way to educate 
people about American culture by 
using traditional methods of weaving, 
embroidery, bead work and other 
techniques used by their tribes. The 
use of patterns is as equally important.   

An example Jessica used was 
Virgil Ortiz, a Cochiti Pueblo Native, 
who applies pottery designs to the 
human form in his fashion. However, 
all Native fashion designers are 
constantly walking a tightrope making 
sure they don’t use any sacred or 
taboo symbols. At the same time, 
they’ve been really progressive in the 
fashion industry. 

From the get-go, Native 
designers of high fashion have been 
against the waif moment in modeling. 
The waif look, for those that don’t 
know, is that supper skinny, doe eye 
look that is all the rage. They realized 
that not only does the average woman 
want clothes that make them look and 
feel good, but that they also enjoy 
eating at some point during the day.  

To find out more about Native 
fashion, check out her blog, “beyond 
buckskin.” If you want to find out 
what you missed out on during the 
lecture, then look up “Native 
Designers of High Fashion” on 
youtube for a similar presentation.  
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A poem featuring the word ‘wind’ 
 

By: Jethro Farthingfeather, poet laureBy: Jethro Farthingfeather, poet laureBy: Jethro Farthingfeather, poet laureBy: Jethro Farthingfeather, poet laureaaaatttteeee        
 
 

The sun is shinning, too bad there is wind. 
Flowing by my window playing a din, 

How is this better than the cold and snow? 
Seriously, getting sand in your eyes blows! 

 
 
Yes, and it also doesn’t help out with the allergies. 
You blew it out of the water Jethro! –The Editor  
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years ago is saying a lot about yourself.   
 However, identity for Native 
people isn’t a novel thing. Native people 
have been on this continent since time 
immemorial with each tribe having its 
own culture and history.  

In fact, Native culture is 
American culture and essential to 
American identity. If you hear some from 
the Smithsonian say that  


